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The  single  engine,  two  seat,  jet airplane impacted the ground while pulling out of a low level loop.  The airplane was practicing low
level  team  aerobatics  with  two  other similar jet airplanes.  The established hard deck for the practice was 1,000 feet.  The lead jet
entered  a  loop  maneuver at about 1,500 feet and impacted the ground while pulling out at the bottom of the maneuver.  During the end of
the  maneuver the wings rocked and the nose pitched down.  Examination of the ejection seat mechanism disclosed no evidence that the pilot
attempted  to  eject from the airplane.  No evidence of a control system malfunction was found and the damage to the engine was consistent
with it developing significant power at ground impact.

None
None
25
300 / 012 Kts
10.00 SM
None
Visual Conditions
Weather Observation Facility
Day

000
001

On Airport
Local Flight
Byron, CA

Part 91: General Aviation
Air Race/Show
None
1
Destroyed
Aero Engines / AI-25L
Aero  Vodochody / L-39

Time (Local): 19:14 PDTAircraft Reg No. N139RHTracy, CA05/30/2003File No. 16940
LAX03LA173

12/28/2004

Accident



Brief of

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident as follows.
the pilot's failure to maintain adequate terrain clearance while performing low level aerobatics.

Accident (Continued)

Occurrence #1:         IN FLIGHT COLLISION WITH TERRAIN/WATER
Phase of Operation:  MANEUVERING

Findings
     1.  AEROBATICS - PERFORMED - PILOT IN COMMAND
     2.  LOW ALTITUDE FLIGHT/MANEUVER - ATTEMPTED - PILOT IN COMMAND
     3.  (C) CLEARANCE - NOT MAINTAINED - PILOT IN COMMAND

Findings Legend: (C) = Cause, (F) = Factor
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