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Airplane

Airline Transport; Multi-engine Land; Single-engine Land; Glider

43

The  flight  crew  in  the  accident  airplane and the producer-director in a second camera ship departed for a planned aerial photography
flight.    During  the  filming  operation,  the director issued a series of instructions to the accident flight crew, and the flight crew
maneuvered  their  airplane  pursuant  to  the  instructions.  After filming for about 1 hour, the producer, who was in the camera ship at
5,500  feet  mean sea level (msl), directed that the accident airplane's crew to perform a "sharp snap roll to the right and pull down out
of  frame."  The crew responded by rolling into a right 135-degree bank and descending.  During the attempted recovery from the near split
"S"  course  reversal  turn, the airplane impacted the underlying 3,100-foot elevation hillside.  Cameras in the accident airplane and the
camera  ship  recorded  video  and  audio  during the accident flight that was reviewed during the investigation.  No abnormalities in the
accident  aircraft  were  observed.    The  severity  of  the  impact  and fire damage to flight controls and associated system components
precluded  confirmation  of  their  preimpact  integrity.  Examination of available airframe and engine components revealed no evidence of
preimpact mechanical malfunction.
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The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident as follows.
The flight crew's failure to maintain terrain clearance during an intentionally performed course reversal turn at low altitude.

Accident (Continued)

Occurrence #1:         IN FLIGHT COLLISION WITH TERRAIN/WATER
Phase of Operation:  MANEUVERING - TURN TO REVERSE DIRECTION

Findings
     1.  TERRAIN CONDITION - MOUNTAINOUS/HILLY
     2.  (C) LOW ALTITUDE FLIGHT/MANEUVER - INTENTIONAL - FLIGHTCREW
     3.  (C) ALTITUDE/CLEARANCE - INADEQUATE - FLIGHTCREW

Findings Legend: (C) = Cause, (F) = Factor
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