National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, DC 20594

Brief of Accident

Adopted 04/19/2001

Time (Local): 14:50 EST

MIAO1LAO44
File No. 602 12/16/2000 HILTON HEAD ISL, SC Aircraft Reg No. N139CG
Make/Model: Aero Vodochody Aero. Works / L-39C Fatal Serious
Engine Make/Model: AI-25-TL Crew 0 0
Aircraft Damage: Substantial Pass 0 0
Number of Engines: 1
Operating Certificate(s): None
Type of Flight Operation: Personal

Reg. Flight Conducted Under:

Part 91: General Aviation

Minor/None
1
0

Last Depart. Point:

Same as Accident/Incident Location

Condition of Light:

Day

Destination: Local Flight Weather Info Src: Weather Observation Facility
Airport Proximity: On Airport Basic Weather: Visual Conditions
Airport Name: HIILTON HEAD Lowest Ceiling: None
Runway Identification: 21 Visibility: 10.00 SM
Runway Length/Width (Ft): 4300/ 75 Wind Dir/Speed: 170 /007 Kts
Runway Surface: Asphalt Temperature (°C): 22
Runway Surface Condition: Dry Obstr to Vision: None
Precipitation: None
Pilot-in-Command Age: 61 Flight Time (Hours)
Certificate(s)/Rating(s) Total All Aircraft: 4108
Flight Instructor; Commercial; Multi-engine Land; Single-engine Land; Glider Last 90 Days: 33
Instrument Ratings Total Make/Model: 125
Airplane Total Instrument Time: 900

The pilot stated that he had been flying for about 20 minutes and became concerned that fog may be moving into the airport area so he
returned for a landing. During landing the pilot said he did not extend the landing gear on the downwind leg as he normally did, and he
realized he had not done so late, just prior to landing. He said the landing gear touched the runway before it was fully extended and
locked. According to the pilot the landing gear collapsed, and the aircraft slid on its belly to a stop on the runway, incurring
substantial damage. The pilot said that no mechanical malfunctions existed with either the aircraft, or its systems prior to the

accident.



Brief of Accident (Continued)

MIAO1LAO44
File No. 602 12/16/2000 HILTON HEAD ISL, SC Aircraft Reg No. N139CG Time (Local): 14:50 EST
Occurrence #1.: WHEELS UP LANDING
Phase of Operation: LANDING
Findings
1. (C) IN-FLIGHT PLANNING/DECISION - IMPROPER - PILOT IN COMMAND
2. (C) CHECKLIST - NOT FOLLOWED - PILOT IN COMMAND
3. (C) GEAR EXTENSION - DELAYED - PILOT IN COMMAND
4. (C) GEAR DOWN AND LOCKED - NOT VERIFIED - PILOT IN COMMAND

Findings Legend: (C) = Cause, (F) = Factor

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident as follows.
the pilot's improper inflight planning/decision and failure to follow the prelanding checklist, resulting in the landing gear not being
lowered in sufficient time to be verified down and locked, which resulted in a wheels up landing and substantial damage to the airplane.



